
  

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Church of the Holy Spirit 

Sunday, April 28, 2024 

10:15 AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Liturgy of the Word 

Entrance Rite 

Please stand as you are able for the entrance of the ministers into the Church. 

Opening hymn is on the following page. 

Welcome 

Please note: This worship service is being recorded and livestreamed. 

Prelude       Ring Praise, O my Soul       Margaret Tucker 
COHS Handbell Choir 

Many thanks to the Rev. Dean Bickel for presiding and Deacon Johnine Byrer for 

preaching at today’s service . 
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Processional Hymn 657 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling        Hyfrydol 
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All standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Gloria 

The Celebrant and People say together 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 1 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
  We worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.      Refrain 

 2 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
  Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
  You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.      Refrain 

 3 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
  You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
  With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.        Refrain 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading               Acts 8:26-40 
All sit.  

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading              1 John 4:7-21 

A Reading from the First Letter of John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 

Psalm 22:24-30 

 24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
  I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

 25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

  “May your heart live for ever!” 

 26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
  And all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

 27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
  He rules over the nations. 

 28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
  All who go down to the dust fall before him. 

 29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
  They shall be known as the Lord’s for ever. 

 30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
  The saving deeds that he has done. 



6 

Holy Gospel                  John 15:1-8 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon                 Deacon Johnine Byrer 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand. 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from 
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Nicene Creed 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
All remain standing. 

The Deacon introduces the prayers:  

Risen Lord, fill our hearts with joy. 

The Leader continues 

Risen Lord, you announce peace to your disciples. Breathe into your Church the Holy 
Spirit. Give faith for doubt and boldness to fainting hearts. 

Risen Lord, you announce peace to your world. Breathe upon the nations desire for 
harmony and concord. Strengthen the fearful and all who seek to reconcile places of 
conflict. 

Risen Lord, you announce peace to our communities. Breathe upon our common life your 
generosity. In your grace, open our hearts to share of our riches and poverty. 

Risen Lord, you announce peace to all injured, battered, ill, forgotten, and suffering 
people, including… Breathe upon all in special need your healing presence. Anoint us all 
in your great goodness. 

Risen Lord, you announce peace in the face of death. Breath upon all who have died your 
life and forgiveness, especially… Bring light to the darkness of death and rejoicing to 
the place of tears. 

Intercessions may be offered at this time, either aloud or silently in your hearts. 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers, saying 

Receive our prayers as you have promised. Help us to follow your call, grant us your 
peace, and assure us that you are with us always. Amen.  

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
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Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Preparation of the Table 

Holy Communion 

Offertory Music  Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life          arr. Kevin McChesney 
COHS Handbell Choir 

Announcements 

The Celebrant says 

Let us offer to God the gifts we have been given. 

Giving to Church of the Holy Spirit 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

As we celebrate the season of Easter, also known as Eastertide, we enter the resurrected life of Jesus 
Christ and the birth of the Church. The early church was lively, exuberant, awe-struck, and committed to 
spreading the “Good News” of God’s love for us as revealed in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus, the Christ. Church of the Holy Spirit continues this holy endeavor with the generosity of your 
time, talents, and financial support of ministries which bear witness to the love of Christ and enable 

everyone of us to seek and serve Christ in all parts of our lives.  

As many people have shifted their giving to checks via mail, online or other electronic options, rather 
than “passing the plate”, we observe a time of quiet prayer accompanied by music as the Table is 

prepared for Holy Communion. Offertory plates are located at the entrances/exits of the sanctuary for 
your convenience. You may donate using check or cash, or if you, like so many in our congregation, have 

shifted your giving to electronic options, you may donate via our website 
 www.churchoftheholyspirit.us by clicking the “Giving” tab in the menu bar. If you wish to mail a 

contribution, please send your check to Church of the Holy Spirit, P.O. Box 575, Harleysville, PA 19438. 
Thank you for your support of the ministries of COHS offered with thanksgiving  

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

http://www.churchoftheholyspirit.us/
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Great Thanksgiving 
All stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The Celebrant proceeds 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 
all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
from its bounds; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 
humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 
our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy:  

Sanctus 

All standing, the Celebrant and People say together 

Gracious God, we bring to you the ordinary things of life—food and drink and 
money—and in bringing them, we bring ourselves. Take us and our gifts of money 
to do your work in the world. Take this food and drink and from your table feed us 
with your love. Amen. 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 
people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 
proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, 
reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
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The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ 
has taught us, 
we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life.  
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to 
us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of 
Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true 
eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast. Children of any age and people of any 
denomination are welcome to receive Holy Communion. The congregation gathers in a circle; the priest 
will place the bread in your hand. There will be one or two Eucharistic Ministers with chalices from 
which you may drink the wine. Intinction or dipping of the bread in the wine is not permitted. You may 
also receive the bread only at your request. Please know that you have received Holy Communion in full 
when receiving the bread. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you are unable to come 
forward, but desire Communion, please notify an usher. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to 
receive either bread or wine, you are invited to come forward for a blessing only.  

Healing Prayers and Reiki are offered during Holy Communion near the font. Members of our prayer 
team will pray with you and for you. Reiki practitioners are able to provide hands-on or hands-above 
healing prayers. Practitioners can also provide distance healing prayers. 

Communion Music          You are the Center   
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Communion Music VF 141  Christ the Vine       Ecce Deus 
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Communion Hymn WLP 765  O Blessed Spring        Berglund 
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Blessing  

The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer 
and Giver of Life be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

After Communion, all stand as the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us  
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us  
with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one  
with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth  
in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever  
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

PostCommunion Hymn 379      God is Love              Abbot’s Leigh 

After Communion, when necessary, the Eucharistic Visitor(s) will come forward.  

The Deacon says: 

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  

We who are many are one body, because we all share in one bread, one cup.  
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Text Permissions 
Opening Collect is from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Nicene Creed and Eucharistic Prayer are 
from Enriching Our Worship, a resource of the Episcopal Church, 1997. Prayers of the People are 
adapted from “Intercessions for Years A, B, and C” by Ian Black, published by SPCK, 2009.  All used with 
permission. 

Music Copyrights 
All rights reserved.  Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-701215. 

Ring Praise, O my Soul: Copyright © 2005 Choristers Guild 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling: Public Domain; Words: Charles Wesley; Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh 

Prichard 
Gloria: from Mass of the Celtic Saints, Liam Lawton, Copyright © 1998 GIA Publications Inc. 

Celtic Alleluia: Words and Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, Copyright © 1985 OCP 
Publications 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Copyright © 2011 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The 
Lorenz Corporation 

Sanctus: from Mass of the Celtic Saints, Liam Lawton, Copyright © 1998 GIA Publications Inc. 
You are the Center: Margaret Rizza, Copyright © 1997 Kevin Mayhew Ltd., admin. By GIA Publications, 

Inc. 
Christ the Vine: Words: Edith Sinclair Downing, Copyright © 1996 Selah Publishing Company, Inc.; 

Music: Ecce Deus, Alfred V. Fedak, Copyright © 1990 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 
O Blessed Spring: Words: Susan Palo Cherwien, Copyright © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien; Music: 

Berglund, Robert Buckley Farlee, Copyright © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee 
God is Love:  Words: Timothy Rees, alt., Copyright held by A.R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd.; Music: Abbot’s Leigh, 

Cyril Vincent Taylor, Copyright  © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Company 
Festive Trumpet Tune: Copyright © 1990 Fred Bock Music Company 

Dismissal 

Deacon Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Postlude         Festive Trumpet Tune     Frank German 
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Ministers of the Liturgy April 28, 2024 

Ministers of the Liturgy May 5, 2024 

 8:00 AM 10:15 AM 

Verger Brain Ray Brian Bingaman, Sr. 

Crucifer   

Ushers Cindy Benedict 
Al Stevens 
Bill Work 

Greeter Jessica DeGroot Linda Hill 

Welcoming Shepherd Denise Lounsberry Lynn Bingaman 

Virtual Greeter  Yvonne Caputo 

Lector Jim & Niklaus Druckenmiller 
Kelly Lloyd 
Kent Lloyd 

Chalice Bearer Eric Hunt Gordon Muir 

Reiki  Lynn Bingaman 

Prayers at the Font  Pat & Ed Spess 

Sacristy Jen Wager 

Counters Brian Ray & Louise Beebe 

 8:00 AM 10:15 AM 

Verger Ken Patrick  

Crucifer   

Ushers Rob Young 
Todd Greiser 
Al LaTourette 

Greeter Kathy Young Lynn Bingaman 

Welcoming Shepherd  Kathy Clipp 

Virtual Greeter  Dan O’Connell 

Lector Eric Hunt 
Brian Bingaman, Sr. 

Paul Bingaman 

Chalice Bearer LuAnn Patrick Kathy Clipp 

Reiki  Louise Beebe 

Prayers at the Font  Eric Frankhouser 

Sacristy Pat Fogal 

Counters Kathy Clipp & Emily Knorr 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

2871 BARNDT ROAD 
P. O. BOX 575 

HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19438 
215-234-8020 

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEHOLYSPIRIT.US 

Worship Service Schedule 

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 AM Sundays (In-person) 

Holy Eucharist at 10:15 AM Sundays (In-person and Live Streamed) 

Morning Prayer 9:00 AM Tuesdays & Fridays (via Zoom Meeting) 

Compline 8:00 PM Thursdays (via Zoom Meeting) 

COHS MISSION STATEMENT 

Church of the Holy Spirit strives to build a spiritual community that fosters welcome and 
seeks truth in love. We are committed to acceptance, honesty, joy, and adventure as we 
follow Jesus Christ. Caring and compassion run deep in this church. Through worship, 
shared ministries and prayer we strive to know and express God’s message in Christ 

through the Holy Spirit in ourselves, our communities, and our world. 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Johnine Byrer, Deacon 
Sue Ellen Echard, Minister of Music and Arts 

Dawn Hunsdorfer, Communications Coordinator 
Karen Work, Parish Ministries & Administrative Coordinator 

Seth Trumbore, Associate Musician 
Patrick Waldenberger, Production, Video, and Live-Stream Coordinator 

Ken Patrick, Tina Michener, Nick Duesberry, Brian Bingaman, Sr. & Brian Ray, Vergers 
Barry Norris, Verger Emeritus 


